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This information is limited solely to providing supplemental information for researchers considering an application for IRB 
review. It does not replace or in any way supersede content addressed in federal regulations and/or the official University of 
Scranton IRB Policy and associated procedures, nor does it serve as official guidance or judgment for specific research projects 
and IRB applications. The official IRB policy and other official resources are available via the IRB Website. 
 

• A link to a survey is sent to a listserv, or posted via a professional site/interest board; has any IP 
settings disabled; responses are submitted directly to a survey software package (not returned 
via email); does not gather any personally identifiable information for any purpose, or a 
combination of identifiers that may make it more likely to identify an individual; and individual 
respondents' responses/data cannot be linked to their email or any other personally identifiable 
information or combination of identifiers.  

 
As these methods of delivery do not include individually identifiable data, unless other aspects of 
the study meet the requirements of Expedited or Full review, the study may qualify as exempt. 
Investigators may refer to the survey as anonymous in research communications.  

 
Surveys Recorded Anonymously  
 

• A link to a survey is sent to an individual email address(es); has any IP settings disabled; 
responses are submitted directly to a survey software package (not returned via email); does 
not gather any personally identifiable information for any purpose, or a combination of 
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