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Hist 190: Digital History 
 

Digital History is a developing field that challenges students to do two things. First, students engage 
in “traditional” methods of primary source research. Second, it demands collaboration in order for 
people with different skills and knowledge to make meaningful contributions. The course I have 
designed has students doing a long-term research project on the history of the 1902 Anthracite Coal 
Mine Strike, which was centered here in Scranton. Working in small teams, the students performed 
historical research, collectively wrote a script for a podcast, and recorded a podcast. 
 
In an information literacy session with faculty librarian George Aulisio, the students were introduced 
to various library resources and search methods. In addition, they were shown how to use the 
microfilm readers in order to conduct research with contemporary newspapers, in particular the 
Scranton Times. Last, as a class, we went to the Lackawanna County Historical Society where they 
conducted research under the guidance of the archivists there. The final project, a podcast, had the 
students combine their varieties of new knowledge that they had acquired through the research 






