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 Writing 106 and 107 are three-credit mandatory classes for all freshmen. By the end of the 
semester, the students were required to logically and effectively organize a well-informed essay 
both for academic and public purposes. The emphasis for the Term Paper in this class was on finding an original focusing question and developing it into an essay that did not have to rely heavily on sources. The success of the assignment hinged on the students’ ability to locate, evaluate and incorporate appropriate sources that inspired their critical thinking about their topics 
rather than directed it, hence the importance of incorporating information literacy into the 
syllabus. 
  

Course Objectives:  
 As an adjunct in the composition program, I am so often frustrated by the lack of curiosity and 
originality in student essays, yet, due to the nature of such mandatory classes, I find that there is 
little room to spark or foster such wonderful qualities. In the spring 2011 semester, I wanted to take a different approach to teaching the class. With every assignment I intended to guide the 
students through the critical thinking process from gathering information to fine tuning their final 



their future career. Since many did not know much about the actual job they might take upon 
after graduation, we spent one class in the library where I gave the students a vague prompt (on 
purpose) to research their intended career in any way they felt comfortable. Without exception, 
they all stayed glued to their computer screen and turned to Google for help. 
 
Then they had to write one journal about a personal challenge and another one about their values. 
The fourth assignment asked them to interview someone with work experience possibly in the 
field they are considering working. In the meantime we spent three more classes in the library. 
First, the students were simply asked to read just about anything within the context of work. This 
sounds like an elementary task, but it proved to be hard for them. I recommended print sources, 
but almost all of them resisted and kept searching on line with vague search terms. Few stumbled 
upon great articles that later inspired 


