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Revised Spring 2024 

Constitution of the Student Government  
of The University of Scranton 
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We, the undergraduate students of The University of Scranton, desire to support the Ignatian 
mission of The University of Scranton by promoting the teachings and examples of Jesus Christ 
in all aspects of student involvement through a commitment to leadership and service to others; 
to provide a means for responsible and effective student participation in the organization and in 
the operation of student formation and campus life; to provide a forum for the expression of 
student views and interests; to maintain academic freedom, academic responsibility, and student 
rights; to sustain and improve campus culture; to develop better student educational stand
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1. 
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3. Contact Student Government members in advance about meetings and 
mandatory events. 

4. Coordinate the agenda of the Student Senate with other Executive 
Officers. 

5. Call special meetings of the Student Senate. 
6. Coordinate personnel training for Senators. 
7. Make reports for and assist the President. 
8. 
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Section 1. The Student Senate 
a. The Student Senate shall participate in the discussion of policies regarding areas of 

primary interest to student members of the University community, including but not 
limited to those related to the regulation of student conduct, student housing, food 
services, student activities and organizations, and non-academic student facilities. 
These discussions will be made in consultation with and subject to final actions by the 
President and the Board of Trustees of The University of Scranton. 

b. The Student Senate has the authority and/or responsibility to: 
1. Recommend the University charter any student club or organization by 

a majority of the number present at a Student Senate meeting. 
2. Approve, by a two-thirds majority of the number present at a Student 

Senate meeting, the Presidential appointments for Chief of Staff, 
Executive Treasurer, Secretary, Director of Communications, and 
Director of Technology individually. 

3. Remove members of the Executive Brancthe h and the Student Senate. 
4. Adopt and amend the Constitution and Bylaws of the Student 

Government of The University of Scranton as provided for in the 
Constitution of the Student Government of the University of Scranton. 

5. Approve annually the Student Government Election Rules and 
Procedures by a majority vote of the Student Senate prior to the 
second meeting of the spring semester. 

6. Take all actions which shall be necessary and proper for carrying out 
its functions. 

7. Override, by a two-thirds majority of the number present, a 
Presidential veto. 

Section 2. Representatives 
a. 
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c. Student Senate meetings are mandatory for Student Senate members. Senators must 
not miss more than two meetings per semester. Absence from more than two 
meetings per semester shall constitute grounds for removal. 

d. Student Senators must attend all mandatory events deemed by the President or Vice 
President, unless they are ‘formally excused’ prior to the event. 

(
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b. First-Year Student Senate members shall serve a term beginning at the first Student 
Senate meeting after the fall election and culminating at the last official Student 
Senate meeting of that Executive Branch’s term. 
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Section 1. President 
a. Should the Office of the President of Student Government become vacant, the Vice 

President of the Student Government shall succeed to the Presidency. 
b. The new President will remain in office for the remainder of that term. 

Section 2. Vice President 
a. Should the Office of the Vice President of the Student Government become vacant, 

the President of Student Government will nominate a member of Student Government 
to assume the Vice Presidency. The appointment then must be approved by a two-
thirds majority vote of the Student Senate. 

b. The new Vice President will remain in office for the remainder of that term. 

Section 3. Chief of Staff 
a. Should the Office of the Chief of Staff of Student Government become vacant, the 

President of Student Government shall make a new appointment subject to approval 
by a two-thirds majority vote of the Student Senate. 

b. The new Chief of Staff will remain in office for the remainder of that term. 
Section 4. Executive Treasurer 

a. Should the Office of the Executive Treasurer of Student Government become vacant, 
the President of Student Government shall make a new appointment subject to 
approval by a two-thirds majority vote of the Student Senate. 

b. The new Executive Treasurer will remain in office for the remainder of that term. 

Section 5. Secretary 
a. Should the Office of the Secretary of Student Government become vacant, the 

President of Student Government shall make a new appointment subject to approval 
by a two-thirds majority vote of the Student Senate. 

b. The new Secretary will remain in office for the remainder of that term. 
Section 6. Director of Communications 

a. Should the Office of the Director of Communications of Student Government become 
vacant, the President of Student Government shall make a new appointment subject to 
approval by a two-thirds majority vote of the Student Senate. 

b. The new Director of Communications will remain in the office for the remainder of 
that term. 

Section 7. Director of Technology 
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a. Should the Office of the Director of Technology of Student Government become 
vacant, the President of Student Government shall make a new appointment subject to 
approval by a two-thirds majority vote of the Student Senate. 

b. The new Director of Technology will remain in office for the remainder of that term. 

Section 8. Student Senate Members 
a. Vacancies in Student Senate positions will be filled by appointment after the Student 

Senate reviews applications from interested and eligible students.  
b.
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Section 1. Enabling 
a. The Constitution of the Student Government of The University of Scranton shall 

supersede any and all previous Constitutions of Student Government as of the date of 
ratification of this Constitution indicated in the footer, after it is approved by the Vice 
President for Student Life. 

b. The Constitution of the Student Government of the University of Scranton shall 
become effective after approval by a two-thirds majority of the number present, 
quorum provided, at a Student Senate meeting. 

c. The Constitution of the Student Government of the University of Scranton shall be 
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Section 1. Executive Elections 
a. Election of the President and Vice President of Student Government shall be 

conducted as outlined in the Student Government Election Rules and Procedures. 
Section 2. Legislative Elections 

a. The Student Government Election Rules and Procedures shall govern the elections of 
Student Senate members. 

Section 3. Running of Elections  
a. The Chief of Staff will facilitate the spring elections
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c. The unforeseen cost must not be part of the club’s annual budget request. 
d. In order to be eligible for New Initiative Funding, a club must have submitted a 

budget for the current academic year. 
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Section 1. Business of the Student Senate 
a. The Student Senate shall meet during academic terms, as defined by the University’s 

Academic Calendar. 
1. Neither the Student Senate nor any Committees shall meet on Official 

University holidays. 
2. During periods of final examination, the Student Senate shall not meet; 

during these periods, it shall be at the discretion of each Committee to 
hold a meeting. 

b.
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The flexibility of this time frame is at the discretion of the 
Chairperson. 

2. Bills on First Reading: When a bill is brought before the Student 
Senate it shall be placed on “First Reading.” The First Reading shall 
serve as a period of initial editing regarding spelling, grammar, and 
syntax. Amendments may be suggested by any Student Senate member 
not included in the sponsorship of the bill. Amendments may be 
contested by the author(s) of the bill, in which case a two-thirds vote 
will approve the amendment. 

3. Bills on Second Reading: The Second Reading shall serve as a period 
of debate and amendment regarding substance and context of the bill. 
Amendments may be suggested by any Senate member not included in 
the sponsorship of the bill. Amendments may be contested by the 
author(s) of the bill, in which case a two-thirds vote in the affirmative 
will approve the amendment. 

Section 3. Decorum and Debate on the Floor of the Student Senate 
a. The Floor of the Student Senate 

1. The Chairperson of the Student Senate may recognize any person who 
is not a member of the Student Senate to speak before the Student 
Senate on issues germane to the measure of discussion on the floor at 
that time. 

2. The Chairperson of the Student Senate or the 
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Section 1. Any member of the Student Senate may propose amendments to the Bylaws of the 
Student Government of The University of Scranton. 
Section 2. Amendments shall become effective after approval by a three-fourths vote, quorum 
provided. 
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Section 1. The Constitutional rights and roles of the Student Senate are explained in the 
Constitution of the Student Government of The University of Scranton. 
Section 2. The Constitution of the Student Government of The University of Scranton supersedes 
the authority of the Bylaws of the Student Government of The University of Scranton. 


